
Introduction to THE FORGIVENESS CLINIC  
 This is not just another bible study series, but rather it is a gathering that will 
produce; information, impartation and implementation towards the concept of 
forgiveness. For far too long the people of God, who are the primary beneficiaries of 
divine forgiveness, have struggled greatly with un-forgiveness. But why? Could it be 
because they have yet to fully embrace God’s forgiveness towards them? Maybe they 
haven’t forgiven themselves. Or could it be that they feel that if they forgive they are 
somehow letting their offenders of the hook?  

During this clinic we will explore all of these concepts to expose truth and fallacy while 
arriving at a place where we can operate in forgiveness as our heavenly Father has 
intended. Should it be your desire to continue in the clinic please know that many of 
your long term beliefs that relate to forgiveness will be challenged, changed or at the 
very least corrected. We will survey forgiveness from Biblical, psychological and 
sociological standpoints in order to arrive at a holistic understanding of the subject.  

FORGIVENESS defined  
Forgiveness - ceasing to feel resentment for wrongs and offenses; pardon, involving 
restoration of broken relationships. Primarily, forgiveness is an act of God, releasing 
sinners from judgment and freeing them from the divine penalty of their sin. Since only 
God is holy, only God can forgive sin (Mk 2:7; Lk 5:21). Forgiveness is also a human act 
toward one’s neighbor, given new incentive and emphasis in the NT because of God’s 
forgiveness in the death of Christ. Hence forgiveness is a uniquely Christian doctrine. 

Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). In Baker encyclopedia of the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. 

Forgiveness is unmerited in nature. Therefore we can do nothing to deserve it. Thusly  
when we try to do things to earn it from God or make people do things to earn it from 
us, we work in opposition to God’s order.  

In essence forgiveness is God’s “Litmus Test” for the believer to determine their level 
of fortitude in the Faith. Do you have faith enough to believe that God has forgiven 
you of all of your sins; past present and future? Have you enough faith to believe that 
God is faithful even in situations where you have been wronged?  
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